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WA REGIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AND COMMUNITY AWARDS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.59 pm]: My member’s statement is 
a very positive one tonight. Last Friday, I attended the WA Regional Achievement and Community Awards held 
at the Hyatt Regency Perth. A very large crowd of about 500 predominantly regional people came to celebrate all 
that is good about the great organisations and individuals who live among us in regional Western Australia. There 
were a number of categories and I will briefly run through the finalists and winners of all of them to give them 
a special shout-out for the fantastic work that they do across the state. 
The Insurance Commission Regional Safety Award finalists were the Royal Perth Hospital Prevent Alcohol and 
Risk-related Trauma in Youth program and the Shire of Denmark Roadwise Advisory Committee, with the 
category being taken out by Boab Health Services for its exceptional commitment to the safety of its staff as they 
travel around the remote areas of WA. The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries 
Making a Difference Award finalists were the Shire of Laverton Youth Service and the Kimberley Remote Area 
and Wheatbelt Rural Health Placement program, with the category being taken out by the Wheatbelt Secondary 
Freight Network program, which has brought 42 local governments together to work on the most efficient ways 
to get our very important products to market. The Prime Super Business Achievement Award finalists were the 
Life and Soul Health and Fitness Club, Desert Sands Mechanical in Geraldton and AGRIFresh in Badgingarra, 
with the category being taken out by Gravity Etc of Dalyellup. The Curtin University School of Education Teaching 
Excellence Award finalists were Renee Knapp from Boyup Brook and Dallas Bruce of Geraldton, with the category 
being taken out by the Mirima Dawang Woorlab-gerring Language and Culture Centre in Kununurra. An outstanding 
speech was made by the winner of that category. The RAC Volunteering Award finalists were Truffle Kerfuffle Inc 
of Manjimup and the Beacon Progress Association, which does a terrific job in the wheatbelt, with the category 
being taken out by Les Wallam of Eaton, who has devoted his life to the development of the Roelands community 
near Collie. The Rinehart Development of Northern Regional WA Award finalists were the Karijini Experience 
and Live Ningaloo, with the category being taken out by Froth Craft Brewery of Exmouth—and we all drank to 
that! The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development Economic Development Award finalists 
were Grant Simpson Rural Fencing from Yalgoo and AGRIFresh from Badgingarra, with the category being taken 
out by Djarindjin Community Airport, which is 100 per cent owned by the Djarindjin Aboriginal Corporation and 
lies at the top of the Dampier Peninsula. What a great speech we heard from the winner of that category. The 
Community TAB Community Service Award finalists were Julian Pace, who has been very inspiring in setting up 
his happiness company, and Grant Westthorp of Albany, with the category being taken out by Nanette Williams from 
Nickol, who has a passion for community health and has been a vital part of the Karratha community for the past 
36 years. The Woolworths Community Group of the Year Award finalists were the Moore Catchment Council in 
Moora and Harvey Community Radio in Harvey, with the category being taken out by WA iSports of East Bunbury. 
I heard the most inspirational acceptance speech that I have ever heard from a young man who has a disability 
and spoke from his heart and very articulately on accepting that award. The Ricoh Australia Customer Service 
Award finalists were Bullara Station Stay and Bianca Turri Photographer, with the category being taken out by 
Shannon Richards from Boulder, who has been an employee at the Goldfields Oasis. The Prime Super Employer 
Excellence in Aged Care Award finalists were Springhaven Frail Aged Lodge and South West Community Care, 
with the category being taken out by CraigCare in Albany. The Horizon Power Leadership and Innovation Award 
finalists were Claire Roach of Harvey and Grant Westthorp of Albany, with the category being taken out by the 
Albany Roller Derby League in Spencer Park. The winner of that category also made a terrific speech. 
It was really great to be at that awards night. It highlighted the very positive and important input that people have 
in our communities right across the state. We have great community organisations and individuals in the metropolitan 
area, but people in remote areas have to manage without a lot of the services that others take for granted, and they 
just find a way to get things done and make things happen. I wanted to spend a few minutes tonight to acknowledge 
all the people who were nominated, and all the people who do terrific community work right across the state. 
Whether they were an award winner or a finalist, we appreciate very much what they do for our communities. 
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